
 

Numerous studies confirm that the adoption and implementation of current model building codes is one of 

t h e  b e s t  m i t i g a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  lessening the impacts of natural hazards , including hurricanes and 

flooding.
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 The National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS) – a  Congressionally chartered 

building science organization – estimates  that building to modern building codes saves $11 d o l l a r s  for 

every $1 dollar invested through earthquake, flood, and wind mitigation benefits , 



construction costs – including labor and materials – were flat from 1980 to 2013, a period during which 
construction codes were widely adopted and updated.12  
 
In recognition of their well-documented benefits, FEMA has incentivized and encouraged the use of 
resilient codes at all levels of government to “increase the resilience of communities after a disaster,” 
“protect lives and property,” and to “reduc[e] the need for future Federal disaster recovery funding and 
other assistance.”13 This approach transcends partisanship; it was significantly advanced during the 
Trump Administration through FEMA14 as well as within the F

https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks52s
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks/mitigation/mitflg#nmis



