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The International Code Council (ICC) is a membership association dedicated to building 
safety, fire prevention, and energy efficiency.  The International Codes, or I-Codes, 
published by ICC, provide minimum safeguards for people at home, at school and in the 
workplace.  Building codes benefit public safety and support the industry’s need for one 
set of codes without regional limitations.  The International Code Council also publishes 
the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC), which is referenced in the Energy 
Independence and Security Act (EISA) of 2007, and is a national requirement in section 
410 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  Fifty states and the District 
of Columbia have adopted the I-Codes at the state or jurisdictional level.  Federal 
agencies including the Architect of the Capitol, General Services Administration, 
National Park Service, Department of State, U.S. Forest Service and the Veterans 
Administration also enforce the I-Codes for the facilities that they own or manage.  The 
Department of Defense references the International Building Code for constructing 
military facilities, including those that house U.S. troops, domestically and abroad. 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands enforce one or more of the I-Codes.   

The International Code Council (ICC) was established in 1994 as a non-profit organization 
dedicated to developing a single set of comprehensive and coordinated national model 
construction codes.  The founders of the ICC are Building Officials and Code 
Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA), International Conference of Building Officials 
(ICBO), and Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc. (SBCCI).  Since the 
early part of the last century, these non-profit organizations developed three separate 
sets of model codes used throughout the United States.  Although regional code 
development has been effective and responsive to our country’s needs, the time came 



for a single set of codes.  The nation’s three model code groups responded by creating 
the International Code Council and by developing codes without regional limitations; the 
International Codes. 

The National Institute of Standards and Technology, on behalf of the National Science 
and Technology Council's Sub-Committee on Standards, in its Request for Information 



World Trade Center NIST NCSTAR 1 (report and recommendations regarding the collapse 
of the World Trade Center (WTC) buildings 1 &2) 

Following the release of the NIST final report on the WTC 1&2 collapse (NCSTAR-1) and 
the concurrent public concern with the safety of other high-rise buildings that might be 
targets for terrorist attacks, the Board of Directors of ICC created an ad hoc committee 
made up of various building experts and code officials to examine the recommendations 
made in the NIST report, and recommend changes to the ICC International Building 
Code(IBC) and the International Fire Code(IFC), based on the NIST report. This group 
also met with and received extensive input from the National Institute of Building 
Science, as well as with some of the investigators and authors of the NIST WTC report. 



proposals, earlier involvement and collaboration would have been helpful and might well 
have resulted in earlier adoption of the new requirements and more rapid integration of 
the requirements into new buildings. There is no reason that government personnel 
should not draft and submit proposed code changes directly into the process, just as 
participants in code development committees might propose amendments during 
development of a standard; such activity should be encouraged and supported by 
agency leadership. Second, agency personnel should be encourage to participate in ad 
hoc and technical committees formed to develop code change proposals 

Implementation Recommendations: 

Because building codes are historically adopted by local or state governments, there is 
often a significant lag time between the incorporation of changes into the codes, and the 
actual adoption of such codes by local government authorities.  The Federal Government 
could have a dramatic impact on more rapid adoption of the code changes if it would 
specify in its procurement contracts for new Federal office space that the building must 
comply with the latest version of the International Building Code. 

 

Example Two: 

Department of Energy Amendments to the International Energy Conservation Code 
(IECC) 

Since the passage of the Energy Production and Conservation Act of 2005, the 
Department of Energy has been authorized by law to work with the International Code 
Council to make residential structures more energy efficient through participating in the 
International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) code development process.  In both the 
2006 and 2009 code cycles, the Department of Energy offered amendments which its 
staff believed would increase the energy efficiency of the code. Limited success was 
achieved in these two cycles for a variety of reasons, among those being a variety of 
similar proposals from an assortment of interests, which, although similar to the 
Department’s proposals, nevertheless competed with the Department’s proposals for 
support at the code hearings.  

Prior to the start of the 2012 code change cycle, the Department of Energy convened a 
stakeholders meeting and worked with these stakeholders over a period of several 
months in order to reach a consensus on the language and structure of several 
proposals to increase the energy efficiency of several sections of the IECC model code. 
Both this preliminary work and the effort to coordinate the efforts of interests with similar 
goals have led the Department to significant success in achieving its goals during the 
2009/2010 cycle, which will result in the 2012 IECC being at least 30% more energy 
efficient than the baseline 2006 IECC. At the same time as these efforts were going on to 
increase the efficiency of the model code, the Department of Energy was engaged in 
efforts to encourage the states to adopt and reach compliance with the 2009 IECC, as a 



consequence of language in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 that 
required state governors to pledge to meet the requirements of the 2009 IECC for 
residential construction by 2017. While many states proceeded to adopt the 2009 IECC 
and the Department provided some guidance to states on methods to demonstrate 
compliance with the 2009 IECC, the Department sent some mixed messages and in some 
cases missed significant opportunities to encourage adoptions of the 2009 IECC to reap 
the energy efficiency benefits in states that upgrade to that version of the IECC. 

Development Recommendations: 

The clear improvement in results as an outcome of the collaboration with stakeholders 
prior to and during the ICC code development process provides clear guidance to 
achieve success in engaging with the private sector standards developers. It appears 
that, in order to be successful at using the private sector process, government agencies 




