May 1, 2019

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Majority Leader Democratic Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Senator Schumer, and Leader McCarthy:

$V &RQIUHVW FRQVLGHUV OHILVODILRQ WR UHYLIDOLTH RXU QDHLRQYV LQIUDVIUXFIXUH ZH XUJH WKDIl IKHVH LQYHVWIPHQHV
require the application of the latest building codes and standards.

In January, the congressionally-established National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS) released a
study finding that adopting modern model building codes saves $11 for every $1 invested through
earthquake, flood, and wind mitigation benefits, with a $4 to $1 wildfire mitigation benefit. These
benefits represent avoided casualties, property damage, business interruptions, and insurance costs, and
are enjoyed by all building stakeholders + from developers, titleholders, and lenders, to tenants and
communities. The study quantifies the tangible benefits we see every year following natural disasters. Just
this past year, modern codes ensured that buildings in Alaska sustained minimal damage following the
Point MacKenzie earthquake. In Florida, following Hurricane Michael, buildings designed and
constructed to modern codes faired far better than buildings built to older codes and standards.

After receiving unanimous support in committee, the 115" Congress, through the Bipartisan Budget Act
and the Disaster Recovery Reform Act, approved measures that promote the adoption and application of
modern building codes, highlighting their importance in stemming the rising costs of disaster recovery.
Federal agencies have also recognized these benefits. FEMA conditions funding to repair and rebuild
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document their commitment to supporting the adoption of modern, resilient, building codes. And GSA
requires that federal buildings adhere to the latest codes.

The federal government uses and promotes modern codes and standards, but states and localities
determine their adoption and application, which, correspondingly, varies state by state and jurisdiction by
jurisdiction. This means that, absent minimum standards, the safety and resilience requirements for
federally supported infrastructure investments would vary considerably. Four states have state building
codes that are 9 or more years old and, where local governments determine code adoption, upwards of
25% and 10% of residents in some Midwest and Gulf Coast states, respectively, live in communities on
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locks avoidable risk into investments with lifetimes spanning 50 to 75 years, or more.

ORGHUQL]LQJ RXU QDILRQTV EXLOGLQJV LV D FULILFDO SDUl RI infrastructure revitalization. Requiring application
of the latest codes ensures this needed investment is well made.

Sincerely,

AEC Science & Technology, LLC

Alliance for National and Community Resilience
Alliance to Save Energy

American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy
American Institute of Architects

American Property Casualty Insurance Association
American Society of Civil Engineers

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers
American Society of Interior Designers

Association of State Floodplain Managers

Concrete Reinforcing Steel Institute

Congressional Fire Services Institute

Covestro LLC

Electrical Safety Foundation International
Environmental and Energy Study Institute

EPDM Roofing

Illuminating Engineering Society

Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety
International Association of Arson Investigators
International Association of Fire Chiefs

International Association of Fire Fighters

International Code Council

Knauf Insulation

Mason Contractors Association of America

National Association of State Energy Officials
National Concrete Masonry Association

National Council of Structural Engineers Associations
National Electrical Manufacturers Association
National Fire Protection Association

National Ready Mixed Concrete Association

National Volunteer Fire Council

Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado Boulder
North American Insulation Manufacturers Association
Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers Association
Portland Cement Association

RCI, Inc.

Reinsurance Association of America

Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors National Association
U.S. Resiliency Council

UL



